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Comprehensive MRO: Toxicology Testing 
and the Physician’s Role in the Prevention 
and Treatment of Substance Abuse
This course has been funded by an unrestricted continuing medical education 
grant from Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT), Rockville, MD.

More than 20 million drug test specimens are processed by certified laboratories every year. The

results of these tests are reviewed and verified by more than nine thousand MROs. In so doing,

MROs assume direct roles in the early intervention of destructive addictive pathways, the successful

maintenance of ongoing treatment programs, and they help to assure the safety and well being of

all. There is no more important and potentially life changing role a physician can play than the

properly performed role of the MRO. This is true whether that physician is certified in addiction

medicine or in another medical specialty. The role of the MRO is complex and rapidly evolving

because of technical advances, regulatory changes, and the huge bank of knowledge gained from

past years of experience. 

ASAM’s Comprehensive MRO Course works in tandem with the MROCC Certification Examina-

tion to assist physicians already involved in MRO practice as well as those new to the field to main-

tain the highest standards of knowledge, practice, certification, and compliance. 

Staying up-to-date is a basic requirement for all physicians. Additionally for MROs, Federal Regula-

tions require specialized training and state, “following your completion of qualification training, you

must satisfactorily complete an examination administered by a nationally-recognized MRO certifica-

tion board or subspecialty board for medical practitioners in the field of medical review of DOT-

mandated drug tests...” Retraining every three years is also required. For the convenience of course

participants, ASAM and MROCC have coordinated their schedules to offer consecutive training and

examination at selected locations.

ASAM’S COMPREHENSIVE MRO TRAINING COURSE



Goals and Objectives
The course has been designed to present the most up-to-date scientific information, guidelines, and practical tips for

MROs. Through a highly interactive mix of lectures and panel discussions, participants will have an opportunity to

interact with experts in the field.

At the conclusion of the conference, participants should be able to:

• Identify the relevance of workplace drug testing to the larger issues of addiction and relapse in the workplace.

• Describe the latest on the interpretation of positive drug tests, split sample testing, alcohol testing, and review of

invalid, adulterated, and substituted specimens.

• Discuss management of actual cases and

learn how to respond to common questions

from donors and employers.

• Discuss the latest on point of collection

testing and on the testing of hair, oral fluids,

and sweat.

• Be knowledgeable about SAMHSA

Guidelines and DOT Regulations.

• Be aware of and have a basic familiarity with

the larger world of non-DOT drug testing. 

• Understand the differences between drug

testing programs, fit-for-duty programs, and

monitoring programs.

Continuing Medical Education Credit
The American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for physicians. The American Society of
Addiction Medicine (ASAM) designates this educational activity for a maximum of 20 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™.
Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

MROCC Examination held in 
conjunction with ASAM Courses:
Sunday, June 6, 2010
Loews Atlanta Hotel
Atlanta, GA

A separate application for MROCC certification must be obtained

from the MROCC office. For eligibility requirements and additional

information, contact MROCC at 847-631-0599. MROCC reserves

the right to cancel based on enrollment. Their web site address is

www.mrocc.org.

American Society of Addiction Medicine

Sunday, December 12, 2010
Capital Hilton
Washington, DC



Course Schedule*

Friday, June 4 & December 10, 2010

7:30–8:00 am Continental Breakfast

7:30 am–5:00 pm Registration

8:00–8:10 am Opening Remarks 
James L. Ferguson, DO, FASAM

8:10–8:40 am The Rationale and History of Medical
Review of Drug Tests
Donna R. Smith, PhD

8:40–9:50 am The Forensic Urine Collection
Donna R. Smith, PhD

9:50–10:05 am Refreshment Break

10:05–10:55 am The HHS Certified Laboratory 
M.P. George, MS

10:55–11:55 am The MRO Process I
James L. Ferguson, DO, FASAM

12:00–1:00 pm Lunch (on your own)

1:00–1:10 pm Opening Remarks
James L. Ferguson, DO, FASAM

1:10–1:55 pm HHS 5 Toxicology
Robert E. Willette, PhD

1:55–2:30 pm The MRO Process II
James L. Ferguson, DO, FASAM

2:30–2:45 pm Refreshment Break

2:45–3:40 pm The MRO Process III
James L. Ferguson, DO, FASAM

3:40–4:20 pm Topics in Toxicology
Faculty

4:20–5:00 pm Case Review and Panel Discussion
Faculty

5:00 pm Adjourn

Saturday, June 5 & December 11, 2010

7:30–8:00 am Continental Breakfast

8:00–8:05 am Opening Remarks
James L. Ferguson, DO, FASAM

8:05–8:45 am A Drug Free Workplace – 
The Federal Model 
James L. Ferguson, DO, FASAM

8:45–9:25 am The Clinical Side of Drugs 
in the Workplace
David E. Smith, MD, FASAM

9:25–10:05 am Expanded Drug Panel Toxicology
Robert E. Willette, PhD

10:05–10:20 am Refreshment Break

10:20–11:00 am Adulteration – The Science
Donna Bush, PhD

11:00–12:00 pm The SVT Rules & Process
James L. Ferguson, DO, FASAM

12:00–12:15 pm Case Review and Panel Discussion

12:15–1:15 pm Lunch Break (on your own)

1:15–1:55 pm Alcohol Testing – The Science
Robert E. Willette, PhD

1:55–2:40 pm The Alcohol Rules & Process
Donna R. Smith, PhD

2:40–2:55 pm Refreshment Break

2:55–3:35 pm Alternative Specimens 
and Technologies I
Donna Bush, PhD

3:35–4:05 pm Alternative Specimens 
and Technologies II
Donna Bush, PhD

4:05–4:45 pm What’s Happening at DOT
Bohdan Baczara, MS, MBA

4:45–5:00 pm Case Review and Panel Discussion
Faculty

5:00 pm Adjourn*Note: the order of presentations and faculty presenters may vary
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Sunday, June 6 & December 12, 2010

7:30–7:55 am Continental Breakfast

7:55–8:00 am Opening Remarks
James L. Ferguson, DO, FASAM

8:00–8:40 am The Legal Line Between Acting 
as a Physician and an MRO
Barbara L. Johnson, Esq.

8:40–9:20 am Return to Work 
Liability Issues and the ADA
Barbara L. Johnson, Esq.

9:20–9:30 am Refreshment Break

American Society of Addiction Medicine

9:30–10:10 am The Addictive Drugs
H. Westley Clark, MD, JD, MPH, FASAM

10:10–10:50 am The SAP Assessment
H. Westley Clark, MD, JD, MPH, FASAM

10:50–11:30 am DOT Rules Review
Donna R. Smith, PhD

11:30–11:45 am Case Review and Panel Discussion
Faculty

11:45 am Adjourn

Course Faculty
Bohdan Baczara, MS, MBA, Policy Advisor, Office of Drug
and Alcohol Policy Compliance, Department of Transporta-
tion, Washington, DC

Donna Bush, PhD, Division of Workplace Programs, Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA), Rockville, MD

H. Westley Clark, MD, JD, MPH, FASAM, Director, Center 
for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT), Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA),
Rockville, MD

James L. Ferguson, DO, FASAM, Chief Medical Review Offi-
cer Verifications Inc., Minneapolis, MN, Chairman, ASAM
Medical Review Officer Council

M.P. George, MS, Program Director Diagnostic Mass Spec-
trometry Agilent Technologies, Santa Clara, CA

Barbara L. Johnson, Esq., Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker,
LLP Office, Washington, DC

David E. Smith, MD, FASAM, Founder, Haight Ashbury Free
Clinics, San Francisco, CA, Executive Medical Director Prometa
Center, Santa Monica, CA, Director Addiction Medicine Serv-
ices, Bay Side, Marin, San Rafael, CA, Past President, ASAM

Donna R. Smith, PhD, Regulatory Affairs & Program Devel-
opment Officer, FirstLab, North Wales, PA

Robert E. Willette, PhD, President, Duo Research, Denver, CO

This course will be followed by the MROCC Certification Examination. Please contact the MROCC for exact times
and registration information. Phone: 847-631-0599 or www.mrocc.org

Donna Bush, PhD
James L. F erguson, DO, FASAM
David Smith, MD, FASAM
Donna R. Smith, PhD

Course Planning Committee



Hotel Information

June 4-6, 2010
Loews Atlanta Hotel
1065 Peachtree Street, NE, Atlanta, GA, USA 30309; Tel: 1-404-745-5000; Fax: 1-404-745-5001

A limited number of rooms are being held at the special conference rate of $125.00 single/double occupancy.  Rates are subject to
all applicable taxes.  To receive the conference rate, reservations must be made on or before May 10, 2010. For reservations,
call the hotel’s toll-free number at 1-888-563-9736 and refer to American Society of Addiction Medicine MRO Course.

The Loews Atlanta Hotel is located in the “heart of the arts” with world-renowned cultural venues such as the Woodruff Arts
Center, the High Museum of Art, and the legendary Fox Theatre. 

December 10-12, 2010
Capitol Hilton
1001 16th Street NW, Washington, DC, USA 20036; Tel: 1-202-393-1000; Fax: 1-202-639-5784

A limited number of rooms are being held at the special conference rate of $149.00 single/double occupancy.  Rates are subject
to all applicable taxes.  To receive the conference rate, reservations must be made on or before November 18, 2010.  For
reservations, call the hotel’s toll-free number at 1-800-HILTONS and refer to American Society of Addiction Medicine
MRO Training.

The Capital Hilton is located in the center of downtown Washington, DC – just two blocks from The White House and walking
distance to monuments, restaurants, The National Mall, and museums. 

Three different Metro subway stations - Farragut North, Farragut West and McPherson Square - are located only 2 blocks away
from the hotel.
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Adam J. Gordon, MD, MPH, FACP,
FASAM, Chair

Edwin A. Salsitz, MD, FASAM
Co-Chair

Maris Andersons, MD

Jacob Bobrowski, MD, FAAFP
Lawrence S. Brown, Jr., MD, FASAM
Anthony H. Dekker, DO, FASAM
Karen Drexler, MD
James L. Ferguson, DO, FASAM

R. Jeffrey Goldsmith, MD
Elizabeth F. Howell, MD
Eileen McGrath, JD, CAE
Mark P. Schwartz, MD
John C. Tanner, DO, FASAM

ASAM CME Committee Reviewers

ASAM CME Committee

Adam J. Gordon, MD, MPH, FACP, FASAM
Edwin A. Salsitz, MD



Full payment in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank must accom-
pany all registrations. ASAM does not accept purchase orders
as a form of payment. 

REGISTER ONLINE WITH A CREDIT CARD VIA THE ASAM
WEBSITE AT www.asam.org

PAYMENT INFORMATION BY CHECK:

Full payment in US dollars must accompany all registrations.
ASAM does not accept purchase orders as a form of payment.
Make check or money order payable to: ASAM MRO Training
Course (Please include the registrant’s name)

Make check or money order payable to: American Society of
Addiction Medicine and mail to:

ASAM | MRO Conference, P.O. Box 80139, 
Baltimore, MD 21280-0139

Cancellation Policy: A $100 cancellation fee will apply to all cancel-
lations. There will be no refunds after the following dates: May 21,
2010 (Atlanta, GA) and November 26, 2010 (Washington, DC). 
Cancellation requests must be in writing and sent to: 
ASAM Meetings Department, 4601 North Park Avenue, 
Upper Arcade Suite #101, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 
or faxed to: 301-656-3815.

Persons with Disabilities: Please indicate any special
services and return with your registration and the loca-
tion that applies, so we may accommodate your needs.

Additional information about ASAM membership, meetings and
issues can be found at: www.asam.org

American Society of Addiction Medicine
4601 North Park Avenue, Upper Arcade, Suite #101
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815-4520
Phone: 301-656-3920 | Fax: 301-656-3815
E-Mail: lwatson@asam.org | Web: http//www.asam.org

* Course Materials will be sent to those who register by May 13,  2010 (Atlanta, GA)
and November 18, 2010 (Washington, DC). All registrations received after this date
will receive their conference materials on-site.

Registration Information

Registration
❑ June 4–6; Atlanta, GA ❑ December 10–12; Washington, DC 

❑ ASAM Member ... $715 ❑ Nonmember ... $850 ❑ Residents/Students ... $345 $_____________

*A $75 late fee will be added to registrations received after May 21, 2010 
(Atlanta, GA) and November 26, 2010 (Washington, DC). $_____________

TOTAL $_____________

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________

Degree (limited to 2) __________________________ Organization _________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________ State_________________ Zip____________________________

Phone _______________________________________ Fax_______________________________________________

E-mail __________________________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION BY CREDIT CARD: Charge my  ❑ MasterCard   ❑ Visa

Mastercard/Visa #_________________________________________________________________________________

Three-Digit Security Code: _________________ Expiration Date ___________________________________________

Signature ________________________________________________________________________________________




