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APPLICATION 

DEADLINE DATES

■  Standard Deadline:

May 15, 2009

■  Late Deadline:

June 30, 2009

■  Extended Deadline:

December 31, 2009

$ .

$ .

$ .

/         /

-                   -                    -

STEP 4: Payment Calculate the total payment to be made: 

is the amount of my application fee ( calculated from Step 2 ).

is the amount of my credentials verification fee ( calculated from Step 3).

is the Total Amount Due ABAM (Add both amounts above together).

Method of Payment:

❑ Check Enclosed
Completed, signed applications and a single check, money order, or cashier’s check in U.S. currency should be made payable to the
American Board of Addiction Medicine, Inc. and should be mailed to the address found in Step 7.

❑ Charge my Credit Card ❑ Visa     ❑ Master     Card Number

Expiration Date                                                              Name on the Card_________________________________________________

STEP 5: Receiving Your Certificate

ABAM will mail your certificate to your address listed in step 1. 

Also, please note that the name on your certificate will appear as you have entered it in Step 1 of the application.

STEP 6: Signature

I attest that at the time this application is signed, I am in possession of a valid license to practice medicine in the state, territory,
commonwealth, or possession of the United States, or in the Province of Canada in which I practice, valid at the time of the
application. A valid medical license is a certificate to practice medicine which is issued by the appropriate agency and which certifies
that a physician is allowed to practice medicine within that country, province or state.  The American Board of Addiction Medicine
(ABAM) considers a medical license to be valid even if there have been stipulations/con ditions placed on the license. ABAM does not
consider a license to be valid if it has been suspended, revoked or surrendered.

By my signature below, I 
1. Agree that, to the best of my knowledge, all of the information provided in this application is true, and all items in this application

are complete.
2. Understand that ABAM will not accept incomplete applications.
3. Understand and accept that anyone can request information from ABAM about the certified status of any physician, and that,

upon request, ABAM will provide confirmation as to whether or not a physician is ABAM certified.
4. Understand and accept that the decision as to whether my application qualifies me for a certificate rests solely and exclusively in

ABAM and that the decision of ABAM in such matters is final.
5. Hereby release, discharge, indemnify, and exonerate the American Board of Addiction Medicine and the American Society of Addiction

Medicine, their Directors, Officers, Members, Examiners, Representatives, and Agents from any actions, suits, obligations, damages,
claims, or demands arising out of, or in connection with, this application, the failure of ABAM to issue me a certificate affirming my
certification by ABAM, or the failure of the American Board of Medical Specialties to grant recognition to Addiction Medicine.

Applicant’s Signature ________________________________________________        Date ______________________________

STEP 7: Send Application

Completed, signed applications and a single check, money order, or cashier’s check in U.S. currency (unless credit card was your
method of payment) should be made payable to “The American Board of Addiction Medicine, Inc.” and should be mailed to the
address found below.

Send your application to: American Board of Addiction Medicine
P.O. BOX 70728 
Chevy Chase, MD 20813

3-digit security code on back of card



American Board of Addiction Medicine

/         /

is the year in which

I was originally certified by ASAM in 

Addiction Medicine.

$___________ is the amount of 

my application fee.

Message from the ABAM President

On behalf of the Board of Directors of The American Board of Addiction Medicine (ABAM), I am pleased to inform you
that ABAM will be offering the certification examination in Addiction Medicine.  The American Society of Addiction Medicine
(ASAM) will transfer the examination to ABAM, and the examination will be offered by ABAM in 2010 and subsequent years. 

ABAM is offering ABAM Diplomate status to all physicians currently holding ASAM certificates in good standing. 
A physician certified by ABAM is board certified.  ABAM is an independent board, and is not an ABMS member board.
Therefore, ABAM certification is not ABMS board certification. (See ABAM Mission, below.)

Physicians who wish to apply must submit completed applications, including payment and supporting data, to the
executive office of the American Board of Addiction Medicine, Inc. (ABAM) by the deadlines listed in the application.

I encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity to become an ABAM Diplomate.

Kevin B. Kunz, M.D., M.P.H.
President, ABAM Board of Directors

ABAM Mission  ABAM’s mission is to maintain and
enhance the quality of health care by certifying physicians who
demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and attitudes essential for
excellent patient care in the field of Addiction Medicine. The
intent of both the initial certification of physicians and the
maintenance of certification is to provide assurance to the
public that a physician specialist certified by ABAM has
successfully completed an evaluation process which includes
components designed to assess the medical knowledge,
judgment, professionalism, clinical and communication skills
required to provide quality patient care in Addiction Medicine.

Contact ABAM  American Board of Addiction Medicine
P.O. BOX 70728 • Chevy Chase, MD 20813
Phone: 301-656-3378 • Email: email@abam.net 

ABAM History  ABAM was incorporated in August 2007
to secure recognition of Addiction Medicine as a Medical
Specialty. ABAM is a not-for-profit 501 (c)(6) organization
whose mission is to examine and certify diplomates. The
creation of ABAM is the first official step toward seeking
ABMS recognition of Addiction Medicine. 

The ABMS procedures for seeking recognition stipulate that 
“a medical specialty board must be a separately incorporated,
financially independent body which determines its
requirements and policies for certification, selects the
members of its governing body in accordance with the
procedures stipulated in its bylaws, accepts its candidates for
certification from persons who fulfill its stated requirements,
administers examinations, and issues certificates to those
who submit to and pass its evaluations.” (Approval of New
Examining Boards in Medical Specialties: Twelfth Revision of
Essentials for Approval of Examining Boards in Medical
Specialties, November 8, 2005; American Board of Medical
Specialties.)

Target Audience  ALL physicians currently certified in
Addiction Medicine by ASAM, and who are in good standing,
are eligible to apply for Diplomate status with ABAM. 

Importance of Grandfathering  Grandfathering is
the pathway to acquire board certification in a new specialt y
or subspecialty, without having to complete all of the
training requirements that will eventually be established,
such as completion of an ACGME-accredited residency
program. It is expected that the ABMS grandfathering
criteria for certification eligibility would include clinical
experience, certification by ABAM, and Diplomate status
with an established ABMS member board.  The customary
grandfathering period is usually about 5 years or 3 exam
cycles, after the formal recognition of a new field.  For ASAM
and ABAM certified physicians who are not already
Diplomates of an ABMS member board, ABAM will facilitate
and advocate for the establishment of non-onerous
pathways for eligibility for an ABMS-recognized Addiction
Medicine examination.   

Grandfathering creates a limited opportunity for physicians
working in Addiction Medicine to gain ABAM certification on
the basis of experience and previous certification (by exam -
ination) by ASAM.  In the future, ABAM Diplomate status will
require passing the certification or recertification
examination administered by ABAM.

By becoming an ABAM-certified physician now, a physician
enters the pool of physicians potentially eligible to be
“grandfathered” into the envisioned ABMS specialty or sub-
specialty certification program that ABAM and The ABAM
Foundation were created to achieve.

Application I nstructions  Please complete
application steps 1 through 7 in their entirety, sign the
application, include payment, and send the application to: 
American Board of Addiction Medicine
P.O. BOX 70728 • Chevy Chase, MD 20813

For questions on completing or filing the grandfathering
application contact: Mr. Christopher Weirs (Director of
Operations, ABAM) at: 301 656-3378; email@abam.net.

Completed applications, including payment and supporting data, must be received in the executive office of the American
Board of Addiction Medicine, Inc. (ABAM) by the standard deadline, late deadline, or extended deadline (with the appropriate
fee). Only applications submitted on the current application form are accepted. Faxed applications, as well as application s
on out-of-date forms, are not processed and are returned. Please complete steps 1 thru 7 on the front and back of this
application form. Please fill in all items completely and legibly and then send your application to the American Board of
Addiction Medicine at the address listed in Step 7. 

STEP 1: General Information

Last Name 

First Middle 

Mailing Address

City   State or Province Zip 

Phone Fax

Email

Medical Licensure Number Licensure State or Province       License Expiration Date

STEP 2: Application Fee

Applications will be accepted on the following filing schedule. Please determine the year in which you were originally certified
by ASAM in Addiction Medicine and use the table below to determine the payment to be submitted for the Application Fee.
Fees are nonrefundable. If you do not know the year in which you were originally certified by ASAM, please review the attached
letter, or call the ASAM office at 301-656-3920. 

Application Fee Table: 

Initially ASAM Standard Fee Late Fee Extended Fee
Certified in: (May 15) (June 30) (December 31)

STEP 3: Credentials Verification Fee

Please determine the amount of your credentials verification fee. 

❑ $475, I am not a current member of ASAM            ❑ $75, I am a current Member of ASAM   

1983-1996 $1,750 $1,900 $2,050
1998 $225 $250 $400
2000 $225 $250 $400
2002 $450 $500 $650
2004 $650 $700 $850
2006 $850 $900 $1050  
2008 $75  $100  $250 




