Educational Objectives

[J Define risk factors for potential misuse or abuse
of prescription medications, and outline a time
efficient method of screening for risk.

[J Select patients who are appropriate candidates
for pain therapy with opioids, including
methadone.

[J Educate patients about methadone's unique
pharmacologic properties, such as its long
duration of action and absence of euphoric effect
(because lack of knowledge of these characteris-
tics on the part of physicians and patients has
contributed to inadvertent overdoses and fatalities).

[ Follow a careful, evidence-based protocol for
starting patients on opioid analgesic therapy,
including methadone, whether from a drug-naive
state or in transition from another short- or
long-acting opioid analgesic.

[0 Take appropriate steps to monitor for effective-
ness of the medications and to minimize the
potential for diversion, abuse, or addiction.

Continuing Medical Education Credits

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance
with the Essential Areas and Policies of the Accreditation
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through
the joint sponsorship of the American Society of Addiction
Medicine (ASAM) and the New England Chapters of ASAM.

The American Society of Addiction Medicine designates this
educational activity for a maximum of 3.5 AMA PRA Category
1 Credits". Physicians should only claim credit commen-
surate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Faculty Disclosure

As a provider accredited by ACCME, ASAM must ensure balance, independ-
ence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in its educational activities.

All faculty participating in an ASAM activity are required to disclose commit-
ments to and/or relationships with pharmaceutical companies, biomedical
device manufacturers or distributors, or others whose products or services
may be considered to be related to the subject matter of the educational activity.
For this program, Dr. Alford and Dr. Parran have indicated that they have no
significant interests to disclose.
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